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RESUMPY ION OF AUSTRIAN TREATY TALKS. On December 18, it was announced 
That the Soviet Union now is willing to reopen negotiations for a 
treaty for Austria. A note to that effect was handed to Norbert 
Bischoff, Austrian political representative at Moscow, The United 
States, Great Britain and France, the other three members of the Big 
Four, already have agreed to reopen talks, 

The next step would be for Mr. Samuel Reber, American chairman 
of the Big Four Council of Foreign Ministers' deputies, to set a time 
and place for the next meeting. Austrian treaty talks have been 
stymied since May 20, when negotiations were halted after almost two 
years of futile efforts to write a treaty. On December 6, a request 
was Girected by the Austrian Federal Government to the four occupying 
powers asking that negotiations be resumed, New talks will presumably 
be held in London, 





END OF OCCUPATION URGED. Speaking at a Convention of the youth organ- 
ization of the People's Party, Federal Chancellor Leopold Figl stressed 
the fact that for the fourth time, this year, Austria is celebrating 
Christmas under Allied occupation. During the past year, the Austrian 
government has never ceased to advocate an early resumption of negoti- 
ations for an Austrian treaty in order to free the country from the 
multiple burdens of occupation and to see self-government restored 
completely. The Austrian people which has endured so many hardships 
will also stand this last test thus proving to the world what even a 
small nation is able to'accomplish, 

The Chancellor added that at the general elections to be held 
next year the Austrian people which does not want to lose its country 
a second time will without doubt decide in favor of Austrian freedom, 





DATE OF NEXT AUSTRIAN GENERAL ELECTIONS DISCUSSED. Mr. Ferdinand 
Graf, Under-Secretary of the Winistry of the Interior, in an interview 
on December lst, declared that he saw no reason for holding general 
elections at an earlier date than the Austrian Constitution stipulates, 
The last general elections were held in November 1945, and according 
to the Constitution which requires elections for Parliament (National 
Council and Federal Council) every four years, the next elections are 
not due until October 1949 since the newly-elected National Council 
must meet no later than December 20, 1949, 

A national census will have to be taken before the next elections 
because of the population shifts which have occurred in Austria in 
recent years thereby altering the nwaber of mandates in the individ- 
ual election districts which is based on the population figures of 
these administrative election areas, This national census will prob- 
ably be taken in February 1949 and it is expected that the results 
will show a shift of mandates from the Vienna area to the western 
federal provinces, 

The Socialist Party recently proposed that elections be held at 
an earlier date, possibly in the spring of 1949, but Secretary Graf 
expressed the belief that this will not be necessary. In the last 
elections, the People's Party, of which Mr, Graf is a member, polled 
1,598,444 votes and obtained 85 mandates, thereby giving it an absol- 
ute majority in the National Council. The Socialist Party trailed 
Closely behind with 1,428,441 votes and 76 mandates, and the Com- 
munist Party obtained 174,387 votes entitling it to 4 mandates in the 
National Council, 





CHRISTMAS IN VIENNA. For the first time since the war, the Viennese 
will again be able to celebrate Christmas in their old accustomed 
manner, Over a half million Christmas trees have been brought to the 
city from neighboring forests and trimmings for these, both candles 
and glass decorations, are available in unlimited quantities, 

As chocolate and sweets have been taken off the ration list and 
may be freely obtained, Vienna's children will again for the first 
time be able to receive their Christmas fill of candy. For most, it 
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will be the first real Christmas they ever had. The stores are 
stocked full with toys, which by the way are again being exported on 
a large scale, and with almost every kind of commodity, The large 
radio companies have brought out new sets for the holiday season and 
the ladies' fashion industry is trying hard to sell its numerous new 
creations, although these still remain fairly expensive, Men's suits 
and shoes can generally be obtained unrationed, but here too the 
prices are still prohibitive for many prospective buyers. Because of 
the possibility of purchasing so many consumer goods such as clothes, 
sweets and other commodities which had not been available for many 
years, the Viennese have stayed away from book stores and book sellers 
have been complaining of bad business, 

Despite some reduced railroad schedules, thousands of Viennese are 
taking advantage of the Christmas holidays to leave for a few days of 
skiing in the mountains, Most have contented themselves with the 
winter resorts in the immediate vicinity, which are very crowded, al- 


though many Viennese have also arrived in the Tyrol and Salzburg for 
the winter sports, 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES RESUMED AT ST, STEPHEN, On December 19, Cardinal 
Theodor Iunitzer officiated at the first Grand Mass in the Cathedral 
of St. Stephen, in the heart of Vienna, which had been unfit for re- 
ligious service since April 1945, The St, Stephen's dome, one of the 
most famcvs of Gothic architectural masterpieces, had been almost 
completeiy destroyed by German incendiaries during the Battle for 
Vienna in the spring of 1945, Today part of the nave has been re- 
stored ana provides room for 7000 worshippers, This rebuilt part is 
separated by a temporary wall from the remainder of the churc.i which 
is still in process of reconstruction so that work may »e continued 
without interfering with the religious services, Members of the 
Austrian Government were present at the solemn service and all the 
bells of Vienna's churches marked the occasion by tolling for a full 
hour. 








UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN APPEAL. Collections for the UN Children's 
Appeal, organized throughout Austria under the auspices of the 
Austrian League for the United Nations, have reached a total of 8 
mil’ion schillings ($800,000) up to October 1, 1948, 





FIGL HONORARY PRESIDENT OF THE NEI. At the recent Paris meeting of 
the "Union des Nouvelles Eauipes Internationales" (NEI) - the central 
organization of European Christian-Democratic Parties - Federal 
Chancellor Dr. Leopold Figl was elected Honorary President of the 
organization. The NEI's President is the Belgian Minister van Zee- 


land, The city of Salzburg was selected for the meeting of the NEI's 
Youth Committee next summer, 





LEADER OF NAZI LEGION SENTENCED TO 16 YEARS. Hermann Reschny, founder 
and leader of the ill-famed "Austrian Legion", which Hitler organized 
in 1933 around Austrian Nazi fugitives in Germany as a fighting force 
against Austrian independence, was sentenced to 16 years hard labor 
for high treason, After the German occupation of Austria, Reschny 
was appointed Fuehrer of the Austrian SA, 

In another trial, Dr, Karl Ebner, deputy-chief of the Vienna 
Gestapo, was sentenced to 20 years of hard labor for high treason 
and maltreatment of prisoners, 





JEWISH REPRESENTATIVE RECEIVED BY CHANCELIOR FIGL, Mr. Stiassny, a 
representative of the Jewish World Congress, was recently received by 
Chancellor Figl and Federal Minister Krauland to whom he expressed the 
Congress's wishes regarding Austrian restitution legislation, | 





MORE THAN 500,000 DP's STILL LEFT IN AUSTRIA, According to a state- 
ment by Minister of the interior Oskar Helmer in the Austrian Parlia- 
ment on December 6, there are still 544,552 DP's left on Austrian 
territory. Of these, 366,638 are German-speaking refugees from south- 
eastern Europe, 119,989 from other countries, mainly from the East, 
40,650 Germans from the Reich, and 17,278 Jewish refugees. Since the 
end of the war, 907,109 displaced persons left Austria, thirty-four 
thousand of whom in 1948, Since July 1, 1947, the Austrian Govern- 
nent has spent 153,633,946 schillings for the maintenance and care of 
these refugees, whereas the International Refugee Organization, a 
specialized agency of the United Nations, contributed only 19 million 
schillings to that end, In cooperation with foreign commissions 
charged with resettling Europe's displaced persons, the IRO organized 
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the departure of twenty-five thousand DP's and 8890 German refugees 
from Austria for overseas resettlement since July 1947, Minister 
Helmer pointed out, however, that the IRO has so far selected only 
such refugees in whom Austrian economy might have been interested, As 
} far as possible only specialized workers and skilled farmers were 
chosen and sone of these were even forced to leave their families 
behind. The Austrian Government has protested against this inhuman 
and detrimental procedure but its protests have been of no avail, 
Minister Helmer concluded, 


AUSTRIAN EMIGRATION IN 1948, In 1948 there was an increase in the 
nuuber of Austrians who emigrated abroad, 814 Austrians left for 
overseas countries: 258 went to Argentina, 178 to Brazil, 149 to the 
United States, 52 to Chile, 21 to Australia, 17 to Uruguay, an equal 
nuuber to Afghanistan, ana the remainder to other countries, 

During the same period, 4021 persons emigrated to other European 
countries, partly on a temporary basis to accept positions abroad, 
Of these, 5574 went to Switzerland, 390 to England and 57 to The 
Netherlands, 








OVER_2000 AUSTRIAN WOMEN WED GI's, Since the end of the war, more 
than 2000 young Austrian women have married American soldiers and 
officers and most of them have already left for the United States. 
Since August 1, 1948 alone, more than 1000 Austrian wives and sweet- 
hearts have joined their husbands or fiancés in the United States, 
200 of them by air. Three Austrian men who married women members of 
the United States Armed Forces were also able to emigrate to the 
United States with their wives on the strength of the U.S. War Bride 
law. The privilege of GI brides to enter the United States under 
this law expires on December 31, 1948, 


PROCEDURE FOR ISSUING AUSTRIAN VISAS SIMPLIFIED, According to an 
official communication, entry visas for Austria may now be issued 
immediately to all foreign nationals by Austrian representatives 
abroad (legations, consulates, political representatives) without 
prior approval from Vienna, These visas have a maximum validity of 
six months, The new regulation does not apply to citizens of the 
occupation powers (United States, Great Britain, France and the 

Soviet Union), nor to German and Japanese nationals or stateless 
persons and DP's, The regulations in effect until now continue there- 
fore to remain in force for U.S. nationals, 








AUSTRIAN CIVIL SERVANTS UNDERPAID,. At its November convention in 
Vienna, the Union of Civil Service Employees adopted a long resolution 
addressed to the Federal Government in which the disproportion between 
the employees! wage scale and the cost of living was stressed. The 
union points out that since 1958 the net real income of unskilled 
workers had increased by about 350% whereas that of Government employ- 
ees rose only by some 250%, ‘The resolution therefore requests the 
Government to grant uniform wage increases for all civil service 
categories throughout Austria, According to the resolution, the 
monthly salary of the average Government employee with family is said 
to be sufficient to cover his expenses for the first 14 days of the 
month only, A bonus of 140 schillings ($14) will be given to all 
Federal employees before Christmas, 





VALUABLE ARABLE SOIL STILL USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, During the 
debate on food supplies in the Budgetary Committee of Parliament, 
evidence was presented that extensive tracts of arable soil in 
eastern Austria were still uncultivated because they continue to be 
used for such military purposes as airfields and troop training 
grounds. In the Doellersheim area of the Soviet zone, the Nazis had 
transformed 42 villages and 106,210 acres of arable soil into a vast 
military proving area, As heretofore, the Russians are refusing to 
ceturn this area to its rightful owners and continue using it for 
military purposes, The same is true of the large Esterhazy estates 
in the burgenland which are still under Russian requisition and which 
also belong to Austria's most important grain-producing areas, The 
unproductive use of this arable soil is strongly hampering Austria's 
domestic supply of foodstuffs. 


SOVIET REQUISITION OF ROLLING STOCK REDUCES RAIL CAPACITY BY 30%. 

The capacity of the railroads under the jurisdiction o e enna 
Federal Railroad Administration has decreased by 30% as a result of 
the forced delivery of many hundred locomotives to the Russian occupa- 
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tion forces, Soviet requisition of rolling stock has also reduced 
freight and passenger cars by 22 - 28%. in order to overcome this 
critical situation without unduly great damage, the Austrian Federal 
railroads were obliged to transfer locomotives and cars from other parts 
of the Republic to the Vienna area, although this transfer led to a 
snortage of rolling stock in southern Austria, To relieve this situa- 
tion, the United States Forces in Austria have decided to continue 
placing at Austria's disposal 800 cars of the U.S, Transportation Corps, 


WARSHALL PLAN EQUIPMENT FOR AUSTRIA, The following machinery and 
installations were sent to Austria during the third quarter of 1948 
under the ERP program: tractors for $290,000; agricultural machinery 
for $1,070,000; coal mining machinery for $481,000; steel processing 
equipment for $1,026,000; electrical equipment for $1,475,000; miscel- 
janeous machinery for the steel industry for $700,000; electric ma- 
chines for $403,000; textile machinery for $800,000; power station 
equipment for $215,000; equipment for the metal industry for $400,000, 
Other imports of machinery included construction and spare parts 
valued at $571,900, 





INSURANCE OF ERP GOODS, As a result of the recent decision by the 
Paris headquarters of the Economic Cooperation Administration that it 
could no longer pay for insurance coverage of Marshall Plan shipments, 
Austria must now assume the insurance liabilities for ERP goods. 

After protracted negotiations, the Austrian National Bank has 
agreed to put up the necessary dollar funds to cover insurance costs 
against total marine loss, against large-scale average loss and for 
salvage. All other insurance coverage against transport risks to the 
Austrian frontier must be paid in schillings, Hereafter the Austrian 
‘transport Insurance Association will handle the insurance of ERP goods, 

The ECA has likewise issued important new regulations regarding 
freight and forwarding conditions according to which Austrian importers 
may now select their own forwarding or shipping agents 





PROCEDURE FOR AUSTRIAN MARSHALL PLAN IMPORTS OUTLINED, With the ex- 
ception of food supplies from tne United States, which are bought by 
the American Government and placed at Austria's disposal in a manner 
similar to the former UNRRA supplies, imports of Warshall Plan goods 
are handled exclusively on a commercial basis, These imports, however, 
are subject to certain special procedures which do not govern regular 
imports of merchandise, 

Basically, the application for permission to import certain goods, 
as well as the selection of the foreign exporter from whom he wishes 
to purchase them, is left to the individual Austrian importer, whether 
he be a dealer or a consumer, Contrary to the assumption of many 
U.S. firms, it is therefore impossible for any official Austrian 
authority to influence the importer's choice of one or the other 
supplier, The Federal Ministry of Trade and Reconstruction, which is 
the competent authority for authorizing imports of merchandise intended 
for the trades and for industry, merely advises the business circles 
concerned, each time a specific dollar amount is released for the 
import of specific merchandise from a specific country, of the possibil- 
ity of accepting offers from exporters in that country. Offers for 
controlled or rationed goods generally go througn the Economic Control 
Office responsible for the particular merchandise in question, and 
offers for uncontrolled goods are handled through committees composed 
of representatives from industry, trade and the crafts, The prices 
quoted should be exclusive of insurance costs since the Economic 
Cooperation Administration does not provide any funds for their 
coverages 

The afore-mentioned Economic Control Oiiices or trade committees, 
as the case may be, are then responsible for selecting the least ex- 
pensive and qualitatively best offers from all those submitted and per- 
mit final applications to be filed on the basis thereof within the 
foreign exchange allocations available to the individual categories of 
merchandise, Such applications are then made on forms issued by the 
Federal Ministry of Trade and Reconstruction, Prior to their sub- 
mission to the ECA in Washington for final.approval, these applica- 
tions must first be certified by a bank to the effect that financial 
settlement of the transaction is guaranteed, then approved by the 
Economic Control Office, if the goods to be imported are subject to 
controls, and finally approved by the Federal Ministry of Trade and 
Reconstruction. | 

The procedure for importing raw materials is somewhat different 
in that the raw materials are required for processing by a relatively 
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small number of enterprises, For such materials, eege cotton, wool, 
raw materials for the production of synthetic rubber, etc., the 
amounts released from time to time are allocated to the individual 
processing plants to give them the possibility of purchasing the 
qualities and grades they desire, byt since in these cases too, 
dealers are advised of the availability of funds, they are in a posi- 
tion to submit their offers direct to the consumers or processors, 

For imports of capital goods, the industrial trade associations 
exercise a far-reaching influence on the selection of the applications 
submitted by their member firms, 

The importer is notified by the ECA in \jashington as soon as the 
latter has approved the transaction. According to the regulations 
presently in force, payment of the merchandise to be imported must be 
made to the Austrian National Bank in schillings, at the official rate 
of exchange, the very moment the exporter makes use of the letter of 
credit. However, efforts are being made at the present time to some- 
what alleviate these conditions for the importer, 


GOODS TO AND FROM AUSTRIA LEAD TRIESTE TRANSIT TRADE. In October, 
4950 carloads of merchandise weighing 58,399 tons entered Trieste and 
155,256 tons of goods left in 9756 cars, Of these, 1577 carloads with 
a tonnage of £5,684 came from Austria and 5491 carloads with 94,067 
tons went to Austria, Second on the list of outgoing shipments was 
Italy with 25,492 tons and third Czechoslovakia with 21,636 tons, 





AUSTRIA'S FOKEIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES INCREASED BY 660% SINCE JANUARY 
1947, On August 51 Austria had a foreign exchange reserve of 228 
million schillings as against the 50 million schillings worth of 
foreign currency available to the country in January 1947, This 
amounts to an increase of 650%, Sixty-eight percent of this toreign 
currency is in U.S. dollars, 15% in Pounds Sterling, 10% in Swiss 
Francs and 7% in other currencies, The large percentage of U.S, 
dollars is partly due to the payment of transit freight in dollars 
and the prevelence of the dollar on numerous markets, and partly de- 
rived from the dollar payments made by U.S. Forces in settlement of 
occupation costs. 





NEW BOARD FOR AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK. ‘Federal Chancellor Dr. Leopold 
Figl, following a proposal of the Federal Government, has dissolved 
the present Supervisory Board (Generalrat) of the National Bank and 
has appointed the following individuals as members of the new Board: 
Dr. Fritz Bock of Vienna, Dr. Josef Joham of Vienna, Fritz Miller of 
the Tyrol, August Kraft of Styria, Dr. Ludwig Grassinger of Vienna, 
Andreas liorp of Vienna, Stefan Wirlander of Vienna and Dr, Friedrich 
Wallitza of Vienna, 

The outgoing members of the Board are: Karl Honay, Deputy Mayor 
of Vienna, Franz Mayrhofer of Lower Austria, Dr. Ludwig Soswinsky and 
Dr. Friedrich Thaussig, both of Vienna, 





AUSTRIAN BANK DEPOSITS INCREASE, According to statistics recently re- 
leased by the Austrian National Bank, bank deposits in Vienna's fin- 
ancial institutions (savings and other banks) increased by 142 million 
schillings from July to September, reaching a total of 3902 million 

in the latter month, In Austria's other provinces, bank deposits 
showed an increase of 74 million for a total of 2316 million schillings 
in September, : 





AUSTRIA'S POSTAL, TELEGRAPHIC AND TELEPHONE SERVICE IN 1947, In 1947 
the Austrian Postal Service handled 428 million pieces of mail as 
compared to 530 million for the combined years 1945 - 1946, This in- 
crease in postal traffic was moved by almost half the number of 
employees. In December 1947 the postal system had some 42,000 employ- 
ees on its payroll, as opposed to 82,000 in 1945, ‘the prewar figure 
for 1937 had been somewhat more than 30,000, During 1947, 558 million 
postage stamps were sold, The telegraphic service, which like the 
telephone service in Austria is government-operated and under the 
jurisdiction of the postal authorities, dispatched more than five and 
a half million domestic and over a million foreign outgoing telegrams, 

The excessively high figure of postal employees in 1945 was due 
to the Nazis packing of the postal system with political patronage 
appointees after their occupation of Austria. Since the war, all 
unnecessary positions were promptly abolished and the number of 
postal employees reduced to a more normal basis, 

Total post office receipts for 1947 amounted to 457,902,098 
schillings and expenditures were slightly higher, totalling 
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474,500,000 schillings., The telephone service with its 2000 municipal 
exchanges and 507,929 connections handled 164 million minutes of 
domestic and 1,7 million minutes of foreign calls, 


AUSTRIA'S EXPORT-IMPORT BALANCE, The Central Office of Statistics has 
just released the Septenber 1948 figures for Austrian imports and ex- 
oortse. Goods for 251,2 million schillings were imported as compared 
to exports amounting to 172,35 million schillings. The respective 
figures for the previous month of August were 222,4 million and 159,29 
million. Compared with the figures for the same month in 1947, imports 
increased by 90% and exports by 128%. During the nine-month period 
from January to September 1948, imports totalled 1816,27 million and 
exports 1510,8 million schillings, an unfavorable trade balance of 
505,47 million schillings. But compared to the same period of the 
orevious year, imports increased by 129% and exports by 163%, 

Leading the list of Austria's suppliers in September was Germany 
with 56,5 million schillings, 31,6 million of which were for coal im- 
ports. ‘Second on the list was Czechoslovakia from which goods for a 
value of 25,2 million schillings were imported, about half of which 
for coal; imports from Eungary amounted to 20,9 million schillings, 
slightly less than half of which were for sugar, Further imports were 
made from Italy (for 20,8 million), Poland (for 20 million - alinost 
entirely for coal) and the United States (for 19,6 million). The 
Netherlands supplied Austria with 16,4 million schillings worth of 
goods, half of which for highgrade vegetable oils, Switzerland sent 
goods valued at 16,8 million schillings and Great Britain supplied 
merchandise for 12 million schillings, 

Austria's main export market for September was Italy which im- 
ported 28,9 million schillings worth of goods, Switzerland was second 
on the list of clients with a total of 16,8 million schillings, closely 
followed by Germany (with 15 million), Great Britain (with 14,3 
million), Czechoslovakia (with 12 million), France and the United 
States (with 9,9 million each). 





AUSTRIAN WOOD EXPORTS INCREASE, Austria's exports of timber have 
shown a marked increase during the first 9 months of 1948 as compared 
to the same period of the previous year. [From January to September 
1948, inclusive, almost 10 million cubic feet of conifwrous wood were 
exported, as compared to only 4 million cubic feet during the same 
months of the preceding year, The export of finished wood was given 
an even greater impetus since the latter item brings in larger amounts 
of foreign currency and has the added advantage of giving work to 
sustria'ts wood-finishing and wood-processing industries, During the 
above period, 882,644 cubic feet of prefabricated wooden houses were 
sent to The Netherlands, France and Switzerlai.d compared to less than 
one fourth that amount the year before. Almost thirty times as much 
cubic footage of wood crates were shipped to Italy and The Netherlands 
during the first 9 months of 1948 as in the course of the same period 
in 1947, namely a total of 1,058,311 cubic feet. Some 1,609,120 cubic 
feet of mine timber were exported to Hungary. Furthermore, 

5,278,192 square feet of wood fiber sheets were sent to Italy, England, 
The Netherlands and Czechoslovakia, almost twenty-five times the 
amount of such material exported the year before, 





AUSTRIAN WOOD HOUSES FOR SYRIA. Syrian importers have placed orders 
with the Austrian wood processing industry for the supply of 1000 
finished wooden houses, These prefabricated houses are being produced 
in two types from plans drawn up by two Salzburg architects, One type 
is a two-story house which will cost 25,000 schillings unfurnished and 
58,000 furnished, The other is a one-story construction which is 

much smaller, but which will cost only 14,000 schillings unfurnished, 





IARGE-SCALE NITROGEN EXPORTS FROM LINZ. Exports from the Linz Witro- 
ren Works have increased considerably in recent months, In the 

"iddle of this year an order for the supply of over 100,000 tons of 
nitrogen to Western Germany was successfully filled and future ship- 
ents amounting to 30,000 tons are scheduled, Payment for these de- 
iveries will be made in free dollars, An additional 100,000 tons 

ave been sold to France, The Netherlands, Egypt, Portugal, Yugoslavia 
‘nd Bulgaria, The current price for 100,000 tons of nitrogen is 

Dout 6,5 million dollars, The above-mentioned exports total 

-30,000 tons and represént the output of four months production at the 
Linz Nitrogen Works, Despite the fact that Austria's domestic needs 
continue to be great, the Linz plants will be in a position to in- 
crease their exports still more by augmenting their overall production 
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thanks to the large supply of raw materials on hand, 


AUSTRIAN PENCILS FOR EXPORT, Austria's sole pencil factory "Brevillier 
& Urban", in Graz has now completed the reconstruction of its instal- 
lations which were destroyed during the war while at the same time 
modernizing its machinery and production methods, During the current 
year a total of 11 million pencils of prewar quality were produced as 
against 4 million in 1946, This factory can therefore not only fully 
cover all domestic needs, but can also send part of its production 
abroad, ‘these exports will pay for the import of much-needed raw 
materials such as cedar wood, graphite and tar dyes, 





A77TQR) 


AUSTRIAN EXPORTS OF MATCHES, Austria's greatest match factory, the 
"Solowerke” in Deutschlandberg, Styria, has a yearly export of about 
150 million boxes of matches, two thirds of which go to France and 
the remainder to various Mediterranean countries, 








AUSTRIA EXPORTS TAILCUM, The Naintsch Talicum Plant in Upper Austria, 
which was able to resume production on"y last year, now has a monthly 
production of 1000 tons and will raise its production to between 

2000 and S000 tons per month next year, A considerable portion of 
this talcum produced is for export, 


DISPIAY SHOWS ACHTEVEMEITS Oi PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY. On the oc- 
casion of the Austrian X-Ray Congress, all well-known pharmaceutical 
firms steged a display of pharmaceutical products in Vienna's General 
Hospital. This display bore evidence to the variety of pharmaceutical 
preparations which only a short time ago were very short in supply 
and almost unobtainable. New drugs have been developed to replace 
others which had to be imported from Germany, Despite the fact that 
the industry is short of many raw materials, several important pre- 
parations could be produced thanks to a compensation arrangement with 
leading pharmaceutical firms abroad, The firms are not restricting 
themselves to only these possibilities, but are also developing an 
entire series of completely new drugs which are made from raw materi- 
als available in Austria, The pharmaceutical industry, which now 
employs around 10,000 individuals, has succeeded, in the relatively 
short period of only three years, in eliminating the catastrophic 
shortage of arugs,. 





AUSTRIAN SHOE PRODUCTION EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS, In October 1948, 
Austria's shoe production rose to about 270,000 pairs which was almost 
double the estimated monthly production of 150,000 pairs, 





NEW HYDRAULIC TURBINE DEVELOPED, A new hydraulic turbine of the per- 
fusion type has been developed by the “Porsche Ges.m.b.H." in Gmuend 
(Carinthia). The turbine is being built in two sizes, and its ad- 
vantage consists of a better use of available hydraulic power, Its 
effective power is said to be 50 percent greater than that of turbines 
used heretofore, The first of these turbines - which have a pro- 
ductive power of between 20 and 40 HP - will be available for delivery 
by March 1949 e 





NEW STEAM POWER STATION IN CARINTHIA, The "Draukraftwerke A,.G.", a 
company affiliated with the “Oesterreichische Verbundgesellschaft", 
will begin work early next year on the construction of the St, 
Stephan power station in the Lavan-Tal (Carinthia), This steam- 
operated station will take a year and a half to complete and is ex- 
pected to generate some 170 million KW of energy during the winter 
months when the yield from hydro-electric stations - which account 
for about 82% of Austria's total current production - is strongly 
reduced because of ice and snow, This new power station will greatly 
relieye the shortage of electric current during the wintey when sev- 
eral industrial plants are forced to limit their consumption of 
electric energy. The necessary coal (about 200,000 tons per year) 
will be obtained from the station's own coal mine also located in 
St. Stephan, The lignite reserves of the St. Stephan mine have been 
estimated at 15 million tons, an amount which will be sufficient to 
cover the power station's requirements for at least 50 years, 





EXPANSION OF CONSUMER GOODS MARIET, According to the December report 
of the Austrian Institute of Economic Research, an increased demand 

for consumer goods has been discernible since the early part of fall 
which, for some items, threatens to outdistance the available supply 
and has led to some outward appearances of shortages, This of course 
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further led to slight price increases for some products which have 
also been attributed to the increased Christmas demand, The Institute 
believes that this demand will recede after the holiday season and 
thereby bring prices on the free market back to their previous level. 

The institute's analysis of economic prospects for the coming 
winter months is generally favorable but its conclusions caution ag- 
ainst possible difficulties, These difficulties may be avoided, con- 
cludes the Institute's overall report, by a cautious credit policy, ~ 
the well-calculated use of ERP Counterpart Funds and a judicious and 
economical management of public expenditures, 


INSTITUTE OF ANATOMY REBUILT, The famous Institute of Anatomy of the 
University of Vienna, where many internationally-renowned scientists 
used to lecture, has been rebuilt in a record 6 months, During the 
war, the Institute had been largely destroyed by aerial bombs and its 
reconstruction was begun in April of this year, When completed in the 
closing days of 1948, it will be the most modern Institute of Anatomy 
in Europe and will be equipped with the latest technical appliances 
and installations, These will include a museum of anatomy and a new 
lecture hall with a seating capacity for 700 students, The rebuilding 


and re-equipping of the Institute required more than 100,000 man hours 
of labor, 


VIENNA HOWORS ARTISTS AND SCHOLARS WITH PRIZES FOR 1948, General 
Theodor ‘‘oernsr, Mayor of Vienna, honored 8 leading artists and 
scholars with prizes on December 10 for outstanding achievements in 
their resnective fields, The literature prize went to Erika Mitterer, 
the music prize to Hans E, Apostel, the sculpture prize to Siegfried 
Charoux, and the painting prize to Paris Guetersloh, The prize for 
graphic and applied art was given to Oskar Taske, the prize for arch- 
itecture to Oswald Haerdtl, the prize for popular education to Dr, 
Luitpold Stern and the prize for liberal arts to Prof, Dr. R,. Pittioni, 


"AUSTRIA BOOK" PUBLISHED, An “austria Book" has just been published 
in Vienna by order oi the Austrian Government, It contains more than 
1000 color plates and 550 pages of text and is intended to give a 
complete picture of the geographic, historic, cultural and economic 
development of Austria. ‘the work was printed by the Austrian State 
Printing Office and will also be published in an English edition in 
the near future, 


UNESCO DONATES BOOK CERTIFICATES, On December 8th, the UNESCO dis- 
tributed book gift certificates in Paris to representatives of 13 
countries, Austria's permanent representative receiving gift certific- 
ates tor 92646 worth of books, 


AUSTRIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY BUYS BRUCKNER MANUSCRIPT, At a Swiss 
auction in Zurich, the Austrian lational Library outbid all other 
bidders for a manuscript of the first three movements of Anton Bruck- 
ner's Zrd Symphony, acquiring it for 32,000 Swiss francs ($8000). 
This purchase, together with the Finale of the same symphony which it 
had already acquired previously, completes the Austrian National Lib- 
rary's possession of the entire original handwritten score of Anton 
Bruckner's famous Srd Symphony. 


MOZART'S DEATH-MASK FOUND, The death-mask of the world-famous 
Austrian composer Wolfgang Amadeus ilozart which was accidentally 

found by a painter in a small Vienna shop some time ago has been care- 
fully examined by a special commission of professors from the Univers- 
ity of Vienna and found to be genuine, The examination included a 
series of microphotographs of the mask's surface and extensive ana- 
lysis of its material, 


BRITISH RETURN BAROQUE PALACE TO AUSTRIAN OWNER. Continuing their 
policy of returning as many requisitioned buildings as possible to 
their rightful owners, the British occupation forces released the 
Kinsky Palace, one of Vienna's most beautiful Baroque palaces, to its 
Austrian owner at the end of November, For the past three years the 
building had been used as a Club for British officers, 























CONDUCTORS FOR SALZBURG FESTIVAL CHOSEN, Although the program of the 
Salzburg Festival will be made public only during the next few weeks, 
it is already known that the following conductors will definitely 
participate in the Festivals: Bruno Walter, Wilhelm Furtwaengler, 

Dr. Karl Boehm and Hans Knappertsbusch, 


SALZBURG CHORAL GROUP TOURS ITALY. The choir of the Salzburg "Mozart- 
eum", whose appearance at the Perugia Music Festivals this fall was 
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crowned with success, is now again in Italy on a second guest tour, 
Recently on the occasion of the opening of the "Teatro Nuovo" in 
Milan, the choir gave a concert of Mozart, Bach and Pfitzner works 
under the direction of Prof, Hermann Schneidel, In the course of 
this tour, the choir will give concerts in 14 other Italian cities, 


ROMAN CITY UNEARTHED IN CARINTHIA, Extensive excavations which have 
recently been made on the Magdalensberg in Carinthia have led to the 
discovery of an entire Roman city. Archeologists believe that the 
newly-unearthed city and fortress were founded at the time of Emperor 
Augustus and for more than 100 years served as military center for 
the Roman province of Noricum which covered the areas today occupied 
by Salzburg, Carinthia, Styria and partof Slovenia, Many catacombs 
and a large assembly building, as well as various military fortifica- 
tions, were excavated, These will now be restored and then opened 

to the public, The excavations which were sponsored by the State 
Government of Carinthia were under the direction of a commission of 
the Austrian Institute of Archeology in Vienna, 








VIENNA CHOIR BOYS TOUR U.S. The Vienna Choir Boys who are now on a 
concert tour in the West, will return to the East in January. Between 
January 5 and March 6, the world-famous choral group will tour 20 
eastern and southern states as well as Canada and, during this second 
half of its visit, will give a total of 435 concerts. After their 
appearance in Los Angeles, they will perform in several cities of 
Texas and Louisiana with a concert at the Poche Theatre in New 
Orleans on January 15, Following their tour of the South, they will 
sing in Brooklyn, N. Y. (Brooklyn Acadeniy o. Music) on January 25 

and in White Plains, N. ~%. (Westchester County Center) on the 28th, 
On February 26, the choir will give a performance in Toronto, Canada 
(Massey Hall) and on March 6 close their American tour with a concert 
at Carnegie Hall in New York, 


COMMEMORATIVE CHRISTMAS STAMP ISSUED IN AUSTRIA, The Austrian Post- 
office is issuing a 60 groschen commemorative stamp to mark the 130 
anniversary of the first performance of -the world-beloved Christmas 
song "Holy Night, Silent Night". The stamp bears the likenesses of 
the song's composer Franz X, Gruber and the poet Josef Mohr who wrote 
the lyrics. 








The editors of “AUSTRIAN INFORMATION" wish to 

take this opportunity to extend their warmest 

holidays greetings to their readers and thank 

them for their interest and cooperation in the 
past year. 


SESE SESE SESE SEO 
BANA 


MERRY CHRISTMAS - HAPPY NEW YEAR 











READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
AUSTRIAN INFORIMATION : 
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AUSTRIAN INFORMATION wishes to remind its readers 

that the new address of its editorial offices is: 

Information Department, Austrian Consulate General, 

509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, Ne Ye Telephone: 

MU 7-4766. Comments, suggestions and requests for 

information sent to Dr. Martin Fuchs at the above 
address will be given our prompt attention, 














RESUMPTIOW OF TREATY NEGOTIATIONS URGED BY AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT. In 

a note submitted simultaneously to the Governments in Washington, 
London, Paris and Moscow, the Austrian Federal Government requests 

the early resumption of negotiations for the conclusion of an Austrian 
State Treaty (Staatsvertrag). 

The note handed over to the Department of State by Dr. Ludwig 
Kleinwaechter, Austrian Minister in Washington, on December 6th, 
states as follows: 

"To the knowledge of the Austrian Federal Government, the nego- 
tiations of the Council of the Deputies of the Foreign Ministers for 
the preparation of an Austrian State Treaty which were held in London 
last spring were adjourned without setting a date for their resump- 
tion, No further progress has been made in this matter since, 

"The Austrian Government as well as the Austrian people are most 
anxious for the speedy conclusion of the State Treaty, which would 
bring about the withdrawal of the occupation and eliminate Austria's 
division into four zones which are felt as a heavy burden and a 
severe impediment to Austria's economic recovery. 

"The Austrian Federal Government therefore requests the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America to resume negotiations on the 
Austrian State Treaty jointly with the other Governments represented 
in the Council of the Deputies in order to find a suitable basis for 
the continuation and early conclusion of such negotiations," 





COMMUNIST DEPUTY INTERPRETS SOVIET POLICY REGARDING YUGOSLAV TERRI- 





LTORLAL CLAIMS, During a debate on the state treaty, in the Finance 





Committee of the Austrian Parliament Communist representative Fischer 
stated that Russia had never identified itself with Yugoslav claims to 
Austrian territory. According to Mr, Fischer Kussia had only re- 
quested that these claims be taken into consideration, Foreign Min- 
ister Gruber replied by recalling the negotiations that had taken 
place at the London Conference when Soviet delegate Koktomow was ex- 
plicitly asked whether a change of Austria's borders were a prelimi- 
nary condition to the conclusion of the Austrian State Treaty and had 
replied by an emphatic "yes", Dr. Gruber was quick to add that should 
this not be the case, as representative Fischer had implied, the 
Austrian Government would take the initiative in calling for an im- 


mediate resumption of negotiations toward conclusion of the State 
Treaty. 


DR. RENNER APPEALS TO WORLD FOR RESTORATION OF AUSTRIA'S FREEDOM, On 
November 12, 1948, Federal President Dr, Karl Renner went on the air 
on the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the establishment of the 
First Austrian Republic in a speech to the Austrian people. He ap- 
pealed to the conscience of the world to finally lend an ear to 
Austria's demand for freedom, Dr, Renner who that day had been made 
an Honorary Citizen of the City of Vienna, declared among other 
things: "The Austrian Republic, in the short period of less than four 
years, has energetically pulled itself up by its bootstraps. We are 
proud of the fact that we have restored democracy in our country in 
an incontestably pure form, that without hesitation and without the 
many crises which our neighbors around us have experienced, we have 
given it practical meaning and that at the same time we have resolute- 
ly pursued our way towards the United Nations", Austria's President 
added that the great powers had sat in judgement on Austria long 








